
Proactive Culling & Timely Euthanasia 

  

Cow or Calf Identified with 
problem

Lameness

Moderate 

Treat and House 
off concrete

If not better in 90 
days and no 

Residue MARKET 

If not better in 90 days  
+  Residue Euthanize

Severe

Evaluate for 
treatment. If 

treatment not an 
option/effective

NOT FIT FOR TRANSPORT 
Euthanize Immediately 

Broken Leg or 
Severe 

untreatable, 
injury- Euthanize*

Non-Ambulatory

Treat an Monitor 
every 8 hours

If no significant 
improvement in 24 hr 

Euthanize Immediately 

Acute GI, toxic 
mastitis or 

Emaciated Body 
Condition

If treament and 
reconditioning not 
available Euthanize 

Immediately

Cancer Eye

If early, treat and 
monitor or 

MARKET

If advanced without 
spread treat or 

Euthanize

Vaginal or Uterine 
Prolapse

Treat and monitor 
recovery

NOT FIT FOR TRANSPORT 
Euthanize Immediately* 

CALVES

Contracted 
tendons other 
birth defects

Isolate from others 
treat and monitor

No resolution 
Euthanize*

Diarhhea/Pneumonia

Treat and monitor 
2x day

If no improvement , 
not eating, not 

maintaining 
hydration, not able to 

stand Euthanzie 
Immediately

What are the 
chances of 
Recovery?

Can I manage pain 
and comfort during 

recovery?

Timely Euthanasia is defined by euthanising animal 
as soon as the need is identified AND can be carried 
out in a safe manner. Managing safety may require 
relocation of cattle or evacuation of the immediate 
area or the arrival of a person trained to perform 

euthanasia. 

* In cases where cattle are otherwise free from infectious 

disease or residues, on farm slaughter, if available in a 

humane and timely manner may be considered a viable 

alternative 



 Daily Quality of Life Assessment for Dairy Cattle              DAILY SHIFT QOL ASSESSMENT 

  

Euthanize or  Continue to 
Treat?

NO - BUT I can improve 
and she may get better

Continue to treat and 
recheck in 12 hours

NO - I have done my best

EUTHANIZE Immediately 

YES

Continue to treat and 
recheck in 12 hours

Is the cow comfortable?

Sitting up? Drinking Water?

Eating? Shade and Bedding

Is pain managed?

Teeth grinding
Panting? Heavy 

Breathing?

Paddleing Grunts

Does the cow look better 
today than yesterday?

Is the cow likely to return 
to production/be 

productive?

To be completed by caregiver’s manager 
- Manager is responsible for sharing 
results for administering euthanasia



Day COW ID Condition 

 

Date 

COMFORT PAIN Progress 

Outcome 

 

Sitting Up 
Drinking 
Water 

Eating 
Shade & 
Bedding 

Not Grinding 
Teeth 

Not Grunting 
Not Panting/Heavy 

Breathing 
Not Paddling 

She looks 
better than last 

time 

She will return to 
production/be 

productive 

1AM 1234 Splits  6/23 + + + + + + + +    

1PM     + + - + - + + + - ?  

2AM    6/24 - + - + - + + - - - EUTH 

2PM                

3AM                

3PM                

                

1AM                

1PM 1345 Skinny  6/23 + + - + + + - +    

2AM    6/24 - - - + + - - + _  EUTH  

2PM                

3AM                

3PM                

                

1AM                

1PM                

2AM                

2PM                

3AM                

3PM                

                

1AM                

1PM                

2AM                

2PM                

3AM                

3PM                

 


